
eLearning Narration 
Quick Guide
By Kely McKeown

Class Assignment for:

Masters of Science, Instructional Design and Technology

California State University, Fullerton

© Kely McKeown 2017



Belief:

It’s better to narrate 
the text because 
learners can both read 
and listen at the same 
time.



What research says:

Simultaneous text and 
audio creates cognitive 
overload. Remove 
redundancies in 
multimedia learning.

“Redundancy Principal”



Belief:

Animations should have 
both narration and the 
same words on-screen so 
learners can see and 
hear what the animations 
are about.



What Research Says:

Learners can reach high 
levels of cognitive 
overload when three 
modalities are presented 
simultaneously. 



Belief:

On-screen text labels 
and short sentences are 
okay because the learner 
can quickly read them.



What Research Says:

Two or three short action 
oriented labels with key 
words from the narration 
help guide learner’s 
attention and aids in 
content retention.



Want to learn more?

Read this book:

E-Learning and the Science of Instruction 
| Proven Guidelines for Consumer and 
Designers of Multi-Media Learning
Ruth Colvin Clark and Richard E. Mayer

John Wiley & Sons
ISBN: 978-1-119-15866-0
March 2016, 528 pages



Want to learn more?

Read this article:
“Revising the 
redundancy principle in 
multimedia learning.”

Richard E. Mayer and Cheryl I. Johnson, 
University of California, Santa Barbara
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